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FROM PASTOR KENOS PEN m...PC)

Easter: Eggs, Bunnies and Other Pagan Symbols

The name OEasterd6 originated with the na’/B€B)aoff an
Christian scholar, first asserted in his boDle Ratione Tempordinat Easter was named after Eostre (a.k.a. Eastre).
She was the Great Mother Goddess of the Saxon peo|pl e
of fertility (was) known variously as Ostara, Ostern, Eostra, Eastre, Eostur, Eastra, Eastur, Austron and Ausos| Her
name was from the ancient word for spring: Oeast|re.
around the Mediterranean, and were celebrated in the springtime.

Many, perhaps most, pagan religions in the Mediterranean area had a major seasonal day of celebratign at or
following the Spring Equinox. Cybele, the Phrygian fertility goddess, had a consort who was believed to have been
born via a virgin birth. He was Attis, who was believed to have died and resurrected each year during the period
March 226 March 25. About twenty mystery cults began to appear in Rome just as they had earlier in Greece.| Most
notable was the Cybele cult centered on Vatican Hill
Tammuz). He was a god of vegetation. Born of a virgin, he died and was reborn annually. The festival began| as a d

(Black Friday) and culminated after three days in a day of rejoicing over the resurrection.

Wherever Christian worship of Jesus and Pagan worship of Attis were active in the same general area,| Chris-
tians used to celebrate the death and resurrection of Jesus on that date. Pagans and Christians used to quarrgl bitter
about which of their gods was the prototype and which the imitation.

Many religious historians believe that the death and resurrection legends were first associated with Attis, many
centuries before the birth of Jesus. They were simply grafted onto stories of Jesus to make Christian theology|more
acceptable to pagans. Ot hers suggest that many olt he
from the life of Krisna, the second person of the Hindu trinity. Ancient Christians had an alternative explanation; they
claimed Satan had created counterfeit deities in advance of the coming of Christ in order to confound humanity.
Modernrd ay Chri stians generally regard the Attis | eggend

and resurrection account as being true, and unrelated to any other tradition.

(continued on page 2)

Victoria Huggins Concert i CORRECTION ON TIME

Community Church is proud to present Ms. Victoria Hu
Saturday, March 8,2008a#00i n t he church sanctuary. Victoria was
Awarddé as wel |l as oUnder 21 Artist of the Year Award
can visit Victoriads web site: vi ¢t clovingyobunglady. misis.cone t
cert is hosted by our choir and open to all. A love offering will be accepted during the concert to help defray Victo-
riads travel and ministry needs. There wil lfiwheee | i gh
you can greet and meet Victori a. She wil|l be gl ad t

tional information call Norine or Russell Spitzer at 3dB53. We are hopeful that this will be one of many outreach
programs sponsored by our church.
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FROM PASTOR KEN&S PEN (UHé.PC)...continued
Easter eggs and bunny rabbits are both symbolic of fertility. These symbols stem from the above pagan legends. Wh
it is true that Eastre was a pagan festival, it is a
0sanctifyingd the pagan holiday and designating it a
important that He rose from the dead, giving us the same hope and ultimate victory.
For them (Satands minions), it is just one more atte

God, just as the magicians of Pharoah did in their attempts to duplicate the works of Moses.

Should we avoid the seemingly harmless traditions of eggs, bunnies and the like?
| think not. But we should understand the origins of many of the things that have become commonplace in our experi-
ence.

HAPPY RESURRECTION DAY!!

See you in church!

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
Russ Spitzer is the interim sexto\ sextant is a device for determining the coordinates (location) of a ship
or an airplane.

The Christian Education Committee met at a regularly scheduled meeting at 5:00 p.m. on Thursday, February
7, 2008, in Deatherage HalRresent were memberBr. Dan andWreatha Crowder, Anne Preston, Billie

Ronna, andWallace Hoffman , chairman.

Sunday School continues meeting at 9:30 a,ithe same time as the second of the three worship services.
Anyone coming to Sunday School can then attend either the first or the third service conveniBatty Miles wiill
continue teaching the adult Sunday School clag® class will continue the International Sunday School lessons in
March with a study of Chronicles, Daniel, Nehemiah, Ezra, and Haggai entitled "God, the People, and the Covenant.”

This will be an opportunity to study thedmoks of the Old Testament.
Les andConnie Deatherage will lead a celebration of the Presbyterian Women's group immediately after
the fellowship luncheon on Sunday, March 9.

Lenten Devotions and Luncheons will continue on Wednesdays in Marcfihe devotion begins at 11:30
a.m., with soup provided at noon.Participants may also bring sandwiches for their lunch as they Wwidkebruary,

Wallace Hoffman led devotions on the gospels of MattheMark, and Luke The schedule for March will be
March 5 Jesus presented in the gospel of John

March 12 Jesus on trial
Betsy Folk isleading a Beth Moore Bible series titled "A Study of Paul,” which began meeting in February
Tuesdays at 6:30 p.m. in Deatherage Hatiditional women may still join this Bible study.

Wallace HoffmarChairman
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MARCH BIRTHDAYS

Pepper Asberry
Chris Rafferty

Rudy Schmitt
Lauren Preston
Beverly Schmitt

Bill Foster

Ruth Ann Schurman
Irvin Creed

Martha Foster

1

MARCH ANNIVERSARIES

Ruth Ann & Henry Schurman

24 Robert & Isabel Olsen

to our lay readers, ushers, greeters, and flower arranger for the month of February

Joni Newkirk
Jill Hembrough
Blanche Piper

Pete Newkirk
Janet Doetsch

Nick Newkirk
Margie Pohle
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Thank you very much to everyone who worked so diligently to make the 80th anniversary celebration a resounding
cess. Your willingness to accept responsibility for the multitude of jobs and devote many precious hours, accompli
what at first appeared impossible. Many thanks also to those whose donations netted over $800 from the silent au

Les Deatherage

Words are not adequate to express our heartfelt appreciation for this great honor you have given us. Thank you so
much! We were so surprised and deeply touched also by the proclamation and award plaques. How wonderful the
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room. To God be the glory and may God bless Community Church! Les & Connie Deatherage

Membership Newsletter

bers who pitched in to help pull it off.
The committee is preparing for the switching around of small group members in March so the snowbirg

The 80th birthday party was big success, and | want to thank the Friends of the Church as well as the

get to know more people before they head north for the summer. We hope to have new lists of the shepherdi
groups by the first of MarchFour new elders have been elected to replace those whose terms have expired, and we

have to reassign the groups. The elders will receive their new lists at the March session méatiagter list will bg
posted in the narthex when the lists are complete.

May peace be with you.

Barb KyleChairperson

Mem-

s can
9




